
NAME: TOPIC:

Topic

sentence

No topic

sentence

evident.

Basic understanding

communicated of what

paragraph will be about.

Phrasing of topic sentence

is basic/uninteresting.

Topic can be linked to

contention with some

inference.

Signposts what paragraph will

be about with some clarity.

Explores an idea/issue/topic

that is related to the

contention.

Phrasing of the topic

sentence is engaging and

original.

Clearly links to contention.

Explores an insightful

idea/issue/topic related to the

contention.

Clearly signposts what the

paragraph will be about.

Evidence No evidence

evident.

Single piece of evidence

used to support paragraph

topic.

Appropriate method of

citation used.

Uses series of plot events

as evidence.

Multiple pieces of evidence

used.

Choice of evidence is

acceptable.

Use of evidence fits into the

flow of paragraph.

Paraphrases well or uses direct

quote as evidence.

Relevance of chosen

evidence to paragraph topic

is clearly explained and

explored.

Multiple pieces of evidence

from the text are used to

support contention.

Carefully selected pieces of

evidence so that they are the best

options from the text.

Pieces of evidence strongly

reinforce and support your

paragraph topic.

Explanation No explanation

evident.

Provides a short expansion

of the topic sentence.

Explains how the evidence

fits this interpretation.

Explains how evidence

supports the interpretation and

links to the paragraph topic.

Explains and explores key idea

of the paragraph topic.

Explores the complexity of

the paragraph topic.

Explains why this is a key

aspect of the text to consider

.

Explains the relevance of the topic

sentence and expands on it with

insight.

Clearly explains the relevance of

the evidence selected with insight.

Explores possibility of other

interpretations and answers to

them.

Link

interpretatio

n

No linking

sentence

evident.

Uses simple language to

link back to paragraph

topic.

Effectively and succinctly links

back to the overall contention

and paragraph topic.

Language used creates a flow

on effect into the next

paragraph.

Clearly links the paragraph back

to contention.

Provides a hint or insight into the

next paragraph.

Uses enticing, interesting



language to engage the reader and

provoke their thinking.

● Must have a topic sentence, which clearly links to the contention and signposts what the paragraph will be about.

● Must use evidence from the set texts (direct speech, paraphrase, or series of plot events), which are linked to the topic statement and

demonstrate its validity. A retelling of the story is not good evidence.

● Must have an explanation of how the evidence is linked to the topic statement. Make a more detailed discussion of the idea/issue/theme that

the paragraph is about. Tell us why this paragraph is a good interpretation of the text.

● Must have a linking sentence at the end of the paragraph that makes an STRONG statement about how this paragraph supports/disproves your

contention. This can also link forward by giving the reader a glimpse of what is to come in the next paragraph.


