
Examples of Intro & Body Paragraphs 

PROMPT: The play, Oedipus Rex, shows its audience that people are powerless to direct their own 

lives. 

Introduction: 
Oedipus Rex is certainly a play concerned with the idea of fate, but to say that Sophocles has written 

a play that suggests people are powerless to direct their own lives is absurd. To be powerless to 

direct your own life would essentially mean that a person would not be able to make any choices, 

whether predetermined or not, and that one would be pushed along through life by some 

supernatural/god-like force. With this understanding of what it means to be ‘powerless to direct 

their own lives’, it seems clear that Sophocles was/is not presenting this image to his audiences. 

Oedipus Rex is certainly a play that obsesses over the fate of King Oedipus himself, but that in itself 

does not make Oedipus powerless to direct his own life, nor is the audience presented with a 

supporting cast of weak-willed, directionless characters. The distinction that needs to be made is 

that, while fate certainly plays a role in the plot of Oedipus Rex, it does not render the characters 

unable to command their own actions through choice. 

Body: 
Even in spite of the fact that the prophecy of King Oedipus is fulfilled, there is no sufficient evidence 

to make a claim that Oedipus is unable to direct his life. In fact, I would argue that Sophocles has put 

a great deal of effort into highlighting the fact that Oedipus is fully in control of the decisions that he 

makes and that it is Oedipus’s choices that contribute to the prophecy being fulfilled. “Insert quote 

where Oedipus is complaining that he could not escape his fate and claims responsibility for his own 

actions.” (ln.43765) Sophocles final act in this play is to have Oedipus himself take the responsibility 

for the fate that has befallen him and makes it clear to the audience that it was his own choices that 

brought on his fall from grace. It is especially poignant that Oedipus choose to gouge out his eyes so 

that he “may not see again, “(ln. 3242) which can be taken both literally and as a play on the 

knowledge he had of the prophecy, because this has led him to act foolishly. Oedipus himself totally 

undermines the idea that fate has controlled his life and made him powerless to act, but he is not 

the only character in the play to do so. 


