
Tutorial – Themes, ideas & concerns 
Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce a comparative piece of 
interpretative writing with a  particular focus; for example, ideas and concerns, form of the text, 
author, time in history, social or cultural context. 

Key knowledge 

• how texts may present personal, social or cultural concerns; 
• ideas and attitudes the texts appear to endorse; 
• how styles of language, voice and point of view can create meaning for readers; 
• techniques in identifying and presenting points of comparison and contrast. 
  
Key skills 

• comment on the ways texts represent personal, social or cultural concerns; 
• draw connections, contrasts and parallels between texts; 
• explore and comment on the literary features particular to texts; 
• make appropriate reference to textual detail to support a comparative interpretation. 
  

Themes, ideas and concerns From <http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gatsby/themes.html>  
  
Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. 
  
Themes in Gatsby 
The Decline of the American Dream in the 1920s 
The Hollowness of the Upper Class 
Society and class 
Love 
Visions of America 
Wealth 
Memory and the past 
Dissatisfaction 
Isolation 
Mortality  
 Marriage 
Gender 
Lies and deceit 
Education 
Compassion/Forgiveness 
Religion 
  
  

Why is this important? 
These themes, ideas and concerns are the ways in which a text can present a commentary on the 
society it is written about.  They are also in some cases, universal, and can be a commentary or 
exploration of the human condition. 
  

http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gatsby/themes.html


Basically, by being able to understand how the text engages with this things the reader can then 
draw insights on what a text and its writer have to say about the world around them. This is how a 
text can be really understood as having something to say about the real world. 
  
Your job. 
To really make the most of this you will need to understand the context that this story has been 
written in. To do so you will need to research and find information on what it was like in America 
around the 1920's.  
  
I'm not saying, by any means, that this text only has relevance to that period in time, however. Some 
of these themes, ideas and concerns have relevance to all people, in all places, even at this time.  
  
I want you to explore this because it will help you to develop a richer understanding of the text and 
also because it is a good exercise to think about how much of this text is still relevant in 
contemporary society. 
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