
Responding to extracts 
No, really, what is this? 
 This is the type of response you will be making for two texts in your Y12 Literature exam. You will be 
given three passages from a text and develop you own response based on these. 
  

 
  
This is an example of what an extract might look like, you can find more on the VCAA study design 
  

So what exactly do I do with this? 
In the exam you will not be given a prompt, just the three selected passages from the text to base 
your response on.  
  
From there you will need to choose the direction of your discussion. You should note that there is no 
requirement to draw on all of the prompts. Your discussion can focus on all three equally, all three 
with particular focus on one, or even only use one or two of the prompts to develop your response. 
  
The best responses take the given info and use analysis techniques to discuss the prompt in the 
following ways. 
 How it is situated in the text 
 The specific effect of the language/techniques within the extract. 
 How it exposes something about a character 
 How the extract adds to or detracts from a point that the author is trying to make through the 

text. 



 Then take the information you are given and develop a discussion about how it supports an 
idea/theme/concern which the text questions or puts forward. This is with relation to the 
social, historical or cultural values related to the text. 

  

A vague process that you can follow when developing an extract 
response 
Step 1: 
Who is involved? What is happening? Where is it? When is this? 
  

Step 2:  
Offer your interpretation of this extract. Why is it important?  
Does this foreshadow anything? 
Does it tell us anything about the character/s? 
What does it reveal about the author's intent?  
How is it commenting/reflecting on social values/historical context? 
How does it tell us these things? 
  

Step 3: 
In what ways is this linked to other key events? 
How is this extract linked to the rest of the text? 
Be specific, use evidence. 
  

Step 4: 
What are the techniques being used? 
What are the collective effect of these techniques? 
What are the features of the language being used? 
  

The truth 
In truth the only thing that is important to remember is that you are being asked to develop a 
discussion based on the three extracts you are provided with. You are in essence being asked to put 
forward your own literary criticism/interpretation of a text. You are assessed on your use/knowledge 
of; 
 How the texts comments on its historical/cultural context 
 How the texts comments on social values 
 How the text develops central themes/ideas or concerns 
 Your use of evidence 
 Your interpretation of the techniques/features/language from the extract 
 The quality of your response and how well it ties all of this stuff together to deliver a quality 

interpretation/critique of the text 
 The quality of your use of vocabulary. 

  

So it's about putting all the skills I have learned together to put 
forward my own thoughts on the text in an informed way? 
Yes, it is. But be sure to build your response around at least one of the extracts you are given, 
otherwise you are not fulfilling the requirements of the task.  
 


