
Why is a Jew in Venice so darned special? 
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So why does Antonio hate Shylock so bad? 
Shylock: 
I hate him for he is a Christian, 
But more for that in low simplicity 
He lends out money gratis and brings down 
The rate of usance here with us in Venice. 
If I can catch him once upon the hip, 

I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him. 
He hates our sacred nation, and he rails, 
Even there where merchants most do congregate, 
On me, my bargains and my well-won thrift, 
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Which he calls interest. Cursed be my tribe, 
If I forgive him                                               (I, iii, ?) 
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Antonio doesn't like Shylock because he is someone who loans money and makes money out of it. 
This combined with the already marginalised Jewish population makes Shylock an appropriate and 
interesting antagonist for the audience. 
  
ANTONIO  
Mark you this, Bassanio, 
The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose. 
An evil soul producing holy witness 
Is like a villain with a smiling cheek, 
A goodly apple rotten at the heart: 

O, what a goodly outside falsehood hath!             (I, iii, ?) 
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Does that mean Shakespeare is promoting racism? 
This is just one of the many questions you should be thinking about, and will realise that is difficult 
to find a definitive answer to. 
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Extra readings to extend your understanding 
'Three interpretations of Shylock' 
Jones, Richard and Franklin T. Baker. Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice. New York: D. Appleton 
and Company, 1903. Shakespeare Online. 20 Feb. 2011. (05-09-13) 
 < http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/merchant/merchantshylock.html >. 
  

'Merchantry, Usury, Villainy: Capitalism and the Threat to Community Integrity in The 
Merchant of Venice' 
Melanie Long 
  
From <http://www.anthropoetics.ucla.edu/ap1702/1702long.htm>  
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