
Y11 Literature Lessons T2 Week 4 
T2 Week 4 
Lessons 1&2 

  

  Practice writing (20 minutes) 
 Choose one idea relating to views, values and context 
 Write an essay style paragraph 

  
Our learning resources 
 So what are they here for? 
 Feedback time 

  
Back to basics 
 Major plot events 
 Characters  
 Settings 
 Major views and values 

  
PREP -  
 Complete resource and prepare for sharing on Thursday 
 Find a fun-fact 
 Finish reading the novel 

Lessons 3&4 Learning Intention: To brainstorm and discuss how views and values can be 
espoused by an author. To share our learning resources to deepen our 
understanding of the novel. 
Success Criteria: I can… 
 List and discuss how authors views and values appear in texts. 
 Use protocols to share our learning resources 
 Understand many different elements that contribute to how we can 

understand the novel 
 Reflect on the process to improve it for next time 

  Writing time 
 Spend 10 minutes listing how an author can share their views and values in a 

text. And how readers are presented with these. 
 Share and discuss this for 5 minutes, taking notes 

  
Sharing learning resources 
 Follow protocols for sharing 
 3-5 minute share 
 3-5 minute questions 
 Audience taking notes 
 Presenters to use feedback to develop resource at a later date 

  
Reflections 
 What did you learn about? 
 Did you take notes to help your understanding 
 What is one thing that worked well? 
 What is one idea to improve this process? 

  



Fun facts time!!!! 
  
PREP 
 Use feedback to add finishing touches to your resource 
 Read chapter in textbook on views and values (pages 132-162) and take 

some brief visual notes if you need to 
 Develop an essay plan or write a body paragraph about one of the 

views/values being presented by Ondaatje. 

Lesson 5 Learning Intention: To understand how to write about ideas, concerns views and 
values, rather than themes. 
  
Success Criteria: I can… 
 Understand the differences between themes, ideas/concerns, views and 

values. 
 Transition my writing between these aspects of a text. 

  "The best introductions were those that implied a perceptive understanding of the 
text and its concerns, and that allowed for some discussion of the views and values 
of the text. These responses were able to lay the groundwork for the interpretation 
that the student intended to develop from the passages." 
  
"The weaker responses outlined a number of ‘themes’ and drew on the passages, 
often very superficially, to illustrate them." 
  
What is a theme? 
 It is a trope, a general idea or experience that is presented in a text 
 It is essentially empty, there is not any value placed on it directly in this form 
 Eg. Coming of age is a prominent theme in The Cat's Table. 

  
What is an idea or concern? 
 It is an aspect of a theme that is placed under scrutiny by the author 
 An idea is something that they put forward, a concern is an aspect that they 

question/challenge 
  The idea that adolescence is a key period in our coming of age 
 The concern that the events that happen to us in that time can have untold 

effects later in life 
  
What are views and values? 
 Views are the perspectives/beliefs that the author personally espouses in 

their texts 
 Values are the morals/qualities that the author holds in high/low regard in 

their texts 
 These are developed through consistent episodes viewed in analysis 
 Often require inference to uncover 
 These are quite specific, compared to ideas/concerns and themes 
 Ondaatje views adolescence as a key period in life where exploration 

combined with a break from innocence and supervision creates an 
environment where growth and discovery can take place. 

 Ondaatje values the role of adults in the coming of age process, but places a 
particular emphasis on those who exist outside the norms the upper and 
middle classes. 

 


