
Y12 Literature lessons: T2 Week 5 
T2 Week 5 
Lessons 1&2 

Learning Intention: To understand the ways in which the text may reflect, reveal, or provide a 
critique of aspects of human behaviour, social convention or society [kk2]. To unpack the 
complexities of views and values represented in the text [ks1]. To prepare for the GAT. 
  
Success Criteria: I can… 
 Unpack what it is that this text is reflecting, revealing and critiquing.  
 Decide what the author's views and values are 
 List the complex aspects of these 
 Prepare for the GAT 

  List what it is that this text is reflecting, revealing and critiquing. 
 What is questioned? What isn't? 
 Why is this important to the world? 
 DISCUSS 

  
Now, like so many trolleys, we unpack! 
 Create a poster based on one aspect that is reflected, questioned or critiqued and answer the 

following questions; 
o Why is this important to the narrative, genre, style, time period? 
o How do we see it in the novel? 
o What do all these glimpses add up to? 
o What does Ondaatje think? 

  
What is this complexity? 
 It's where there are subtleties and grey areas. 
 It's where we see that the issue has depth and breadth and not one simple answer 

  
PREP -  
 Complete your poster, unpacking an idea that the text may reflect, reveal, or provide a 

critique of aspects of human behaviour, social convention or society. (if you attended the 
complexity workshop you should demonstrate what we looked at) 

 Find a sample views and values essay response and bring it to class on Thursday. Try 
searching 'VCE literature views and values response' or something similar. (It may be tricky 
to find one on The Cat's Table, but the skills are transferable.  

 Decide on 3 things to share about the sample you find. 

Lessons 3&4 Learning Intention: To understand the views and values being presented in the text [KS1]. To 
understand how to develop a successful response.  
Success Criteria: I can… 
 Understand the criteria for the SAC and how to demonstrate them 
 Using sample responses, identify how to write a successful response 
 Share and elaborate on views and values expressed in The Cat's Table. 

o What they are 
o How they are expressed 
o How they can be open to different interpretations 



  Understanding the SAC criteria 
 Look at each criteria 
 What do you need to write to demonstrate each one? 

  
Looking at samples 
 Use criteria to see how someone else writes to meet these 
 Model this process 
 And now analyse your own sample 

  
Share and elaborate on views and values 
 State the views/values explicitly 
 How are they expressed in the novel? 
 How are they open to interpretation? 

  
PREP -  
 Plan a views and values response, or write a paragraph for feedback. 
 Revise notes on the text - pay attention to criteria for assessment. 
 Look at analysis pieces and learning resources for ideas to consider. 

Lesson 5 Learning Intention: To develop skill in finding suitable quotes for SAC. To develop understanding of 
essay structure. 
Success Criteria: I can… 
 Become an adept quote hunter 
 Understand an approach for structuring an essay of this kind 

  Quote Hunting 
 You need quotes that will express the views/values that you are writing about 
 You start by looking through our resources 
 Skim reading over each chapter and listing quotes is the final step 
 Be sure that you note how these quotes are expressing a view or value 

  
Essay Structure 
 Contention - focus on one aspect of views/values 
 BP topics - explore the complexities of contention, how it's being presented and allow for 

analysis of other possible interpretations 
 Evidence - should be linked to contention and BP topics, not plot progression 
 Explanation - should expand on TS and link evidence to it. 
 Link - must link to TS and also contention 

  
PREP -  
 Go quote hunting, either by yourself or as a team. 

 


