
English Language Unit 2 AOS1 – Essay Response Rubric 
 

Criterion 1: Very limited 
understanding of the 
topic with two or three 
points about language 
use 

Limited understanding of 
the topic, with ideas that 
are general, superficial 
and/or repetitive. 
 

Some understanding of 
the topic with some 
points about the social 
contexts of language use 

Good understanding of 
the topic with several 
points about the social 
contexts of language use 

Very good understanding 
of the topic, with broadly 
ranging ideas about the 
social contexts of 
language use. 

Confident and detailed 
examination of the topic, 
with sophisticated 
discussion of the social 
contexts of language use 
and depth and breadth 
of sociolinguistic 
knowledge as 
appropriate to the topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Criterion 2: Limited or no supporting 
examples. 

Few supporting 
examples or evidence. 

Some points illustrated 
by examples and 
evidence from 
contemporary 
sociolinguistic discussion 
and debate and some 
reference to the 
provided stimulus 
material 

Mostly supported by 
examples or evidence 
drawn from 
contemporary 
sociolinguistic discussion 
and debate. Includes 
some reference to the 
provided stimulus 
material. 

Relevant use of evidence 
and examples from 
contemporary 
sociolinguistic 
discussions and debate, 
including reference to 
the stimulus material. 

Highly relevant use of 
evidence and examples 
from contemporary 
discussions and debate, 
including reference to 
the stimulus material. 

 

 

 



Criterion 3: Descriptive response 
with limited or no use of 
metalanguage. 

Descriptive rather than 
analytical with little or 
no use of metalanguage 

Limited analysis 
throughout response 
and metalanguage used 
sporadically and/or 
inaccurately. 

Analysis of ideas mostly 
expressed accurately in 
metalinguistic terms 

Very good analysis with 
appropriate and 
effective use of 
metalinguistic tools. 

Excellent analysis using 
metalinguistic tools 
highly appropriately and 
effectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Criterion 4: Poorly structured 
writing with few 
features of written 
discourse evident. 

Some features of 
written discourse 
evident but not used 
consistently. 

Mostly consistent use of 
features of written 
discourse. 

Overall structure of 
essay indicates ability to 
utilise appropriate 
features of written 
discourse. 
 

Well-structured essay 
characterised by assured 
use of the features of 
written discourse. 
 

Tightly structured essay 
characterised by assured 
use of the features of 
written discourse. 

 


