
Task- Literary theories 

Learning Intention: 
To understand that there are many ways you can approach reading and critiquing a literary text so 
that you understand the importance of resistant readings and "how various viewpoints about a text 
can be developed." [KK 2] 
  

Success Criteria: 
I can… 
 Choose one literary theory to investigate. (briefly) 
 Apply features of this type of reading to The Piano or Where the Wild things are to develop 

statements about the text. 
  

Your Task: 
Purpose: 
Is to learn about one of the theories of how we can read literature, by creating resistant readings. 
  
The reason we do this is because, in Literature, just offering the obvious or 'dominant' reading of a 
text doesn't allow you to develop a more subtle/complex understanding of what lies beneath the 
surface of a text. 
  
So by creating more resistant readings you can basically show just how well you can deconstruct and 
understand a text. 
  

Part 1: choose a theory to investigate. [10 minutes] 
Here are some resources that you can use, you must choose 1 theory to perform an investigation 
on to learn the basic features of this type of reading. 
  
See textbook, pages 167-171 for some information on; 
 Practical criticism and New Criticism 
 Feminist readings 
 Marxist readings 
 Postmodern readings 

  
See the image below for a basic outline of these and other theories of reading literature 



 
Part 2: apply your reading  [15 minutes] 
You will now apply the style of reading you have chosen to either The Piano or Where the Wild 
Things Are. 
  

1. Follow the line of enquiry that your reading adheres to. 
o Eg. Feminist critiques unpack how women are presented and positioned in texts. 

  



2. Develop a few statements about your text that this kind of reading would create. 
o Eg. 21 Jump Street perpetuates the idea that, while young women have independence 

and deserve respect, their value is still determined by how attractive they are to men. 
  

3. If you have time try out some other readings! 
  

Part 3: share with others [10 minutes] 
1. Choose two partners who worked on different theories 

  
2. Share your statements and discuss how valid this interpretation is. 

  
3. Write a short reflection on how this task has demonstrated the different ways people can 

develop points of view on a text.  
 


