
Scrapbook Task 
You MUST be aware of what is going on in society to do with language – it is one of the key 

differences between an average essay and an outstanding one. Newspapers, magazines, street 

press, the internet and many other sources have discussions, comments on or analyses of language 

use and abuse in society. Your task is to become aware of how much language infiltrates everything 

we do through observations of the media, the internet and the people and texts around you. Follow 

these instructions and you should be a wealth of knowledge before the end of the year.  

This is also a chance to start talking about function, mode, context and use of language which is a 

good way to practice your skills. 

You should aim to be using important metalanguage terms in your writing. This is especially true 

when you need to pinpoint the issue at play, so that you can discuss what subsystem it belongs to 

and how it functions as an issue in linguistics. 

Instructions 

1. Find it.  

 Cut out or print a minimum of 6 articles  about anything to do with language in 

contemporary Australian society. If Abbott or Warney gets abused about their 

language, if people are bemoaning the failings of standards in grammar, if there are 

new slang terms or changes to do with political correctness, these are the issues you 

need to know about. Try to follow the issues as they unfold – the article, the letters 

to the editor responding to that, the letters replying to those, the editorial that 

follows – you never know what things might blow up into major issues. 

2. Cite it.  

1. Author, publication and date or author, URL and date accessed. Please also note 

down the essay theme that it can relate to as this will help your organisation later in 

the year.   

2. Annotate it.  

 Identify the relevant sections of the article and annotate what it could be used as 

evidence of, which quotes might be useful and when, what metalinguistic term it 

could be an example of etc. 

3. Identify it. 

 List the function, mode and identify the elements of context of the piece. 

4. Respond to it.  

 Write a paragraph explaining why you found it interesting and your opinion on the 

issue. Consider a range of possible perspectives – don’t just blandly write whatever 

comes into your head. Take some time to think it through first. Try to link it to a 

broader social issue or trend.   

 Write a paragraph (or more!) identifying and explaining the linguistic issues the 

piece deals with and explore the relevance of this. (this would include identifying 

subsystems at play) 



Important requirements 

1. Include at least 1 piece of academic writing.  

1. There are a number of excellent academic blogs such as 

http://www.superlinguo.com/, http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/ or 

http://linguisticus.wordpress.com/ that regularly update their pages with fascinating 

new information. You can also look at my twitter account, I follow many linguists 

and re-tweet interesting academic articles. Again, make sure you cite correctly. 

2. Include at least 1 piece of observational data 

 Jot down things you see or hear and cite these too – examples of language from 

Australian TV shows, groups on Facebook relating to language use, people you 

overhear on the streets using language in a different way, people ranting on 

YouTube, graffiti or advertising on trains/trams/buses. These are all things that will 

benefit you in the exam as you will have a multitude of examples to draw on. 

This task will be assessed as a SAC and will contribute to your S/N grade for each Outcome. I am 

specifying a minimum of 6 pieces per term – including at least 1 academic piece and 1 observation 

piece. Obviously you should aim for much more than that – you will only get out of it what you put 

in! 

HINTS  

 Avoid leaving it to the last minute - you will struggle to find things if you don’t 

maintain it regularly.  

 Pool your resources – get your parents, grandparents, neighbours to keep an eye 

out on your behalf 

  Carry a notepad with you everywhere. 

Learn to search efficiently on the internet. 

 

http://www.superlinguo.com/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/
http://linguisticus.wordpress.com/

