
Pre readings up to end of week 3 

Holidays 
Read 'The Miracle of Language' and the quotes on pages 34-35 of Love the Lingo [I will give you a 
copy] 
 In 200 words, or more, explain why you think language is so important and;  
 choose 1-2 of the quotes to unpack and explain in detail, with some examples. 

  

Week 1: 
Pre-read pages 36-39 in the textbook 
 What are the functions of language? Briefly explain each one. Highlight key words. 
 What are the modes of language? Briefly explain each one. Highlight key words. 

  

Week 2: 
Pre-read pages 40-43 in the textbook ("Formal differences between speaking and writing") 
 Make note of any new words in your glossary section. (list page number beside it) 

o This is so you can get a definition for it later or ask me about it. 
 Write a paragraph exploring why you think written language is more highly valued. Do you 

agree? Why? [page 41] 
 Is the internet revolution a good thing for language, in your opinion? List some dot point 

reasons that support your opinion. [page 41] 
 What is context and why is it important? [page 42-43] 

  
Pre-read pages 43-47 in the textbook ("Structure of English") 
 What is Standard English? Define it in your own words. [pages 44-45] 
 What is variation in language? Define it in your own words. 
 Why do you think Burridge uses the term "different Englishes"? [page 46] 
 List the 3 reasons for variation listed. [pages 46-47] 

o For each reason explain why this causes variation in language, in two sentences, provide 
an example. 

  

Week 3: 
Pre-read pp. 47-54 in Love the Lingo ('Why learn about Language' and 'Uniqueness of human 
communication' 
 Why learn about language? [pp. 47-49] 

o What careers might this be handy for?  
o Are you interested in any of these? 

 Who is Charles Hockett and what did he write about? [pg. 49] 
o Why do you think this is significant? 

 Define in your own words what is meant by spontaneity and displacement. [pg. 49-50] 
  What does arbitrary (arbitrariness) mean? [pp. 50-51] 

o How is language both arbitrary and rule-governed? 
 Summarise why structure and creativity are defining features of human communication. Pg. 

51-52 [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSyIhapMdI8 ] 
 What is cultural transmission and why doesn't Rover have it? [pg. 52] 
 What is one reason why these distinctions have been questioned? [pp.52-54] 

  
Pre-read pp. 54-57 and 2-9 in Love the Lingo (on the first subsystem 'phonetics and phonology') 
 What is phonetics? [pg 54] 
 What is Phonology? 



 How many sounds are in our language? Why is this strange? 
 What is a sniglet? 
 What is an oronym? How do they happen? [pg. 55] 
 What are places of articulation? List them [pg. 5] 
 What is manner of articulation? List them [pg. 5-6] 
 Why are vowels interesting sounds? [pg7-8] 
 What are Prosodic features? List them [pg. 8-9] 

Don’t worry about definitions yet, we will do these soon 
 


