
Collection of tasks for Short stories 
Task 1: 

Learning Intention: 
To understand the context that these stories were written in by researching both authors, the 

location and the time period, so that I can read the stories knowing where they are coming from. 

Success Criteria:  
I can… 

 Develop a deeper understanding of the stories by knowing their context. 

 Explain the context in a clear way. 

The Task – Who, where and when… 
Your task is to conduct research on the following topics and compile it in a way that clearly explains 

the context these stories were created in. 

Part 1- the authors 

 Who are Henry Lawson and Barbara Baynton? 

o When and where were they born? 

o When were they writing? 

o What type of literature did they create? 

o What were they famous for? 

o What issues did they write about? 

o What beliefs did they have that were ahead of their time? 

Part 2 – the locations 

 Where were the stories written and set? 

o Where did the authors write? As in geographical locations. 

o Where were the 4 stories set? – describe locations in a general way and refer to 

stories if you need to. 

o What are these landscapes like? Create a list of adjectives. 

Part 3- the time period 

 When were the authors alive? 

 When were the four stories written? 

 What was technology like at this time? 

 What was the population of Australia? 

 What were the major fields of employment/work? 

 What was technology like? 

 What were significant events in Australia at this time? 

 What were significant events in the world at this time? 

 

 

Task 2: 

Learning Intention: 



To begin learning the structures, linguistic and literary features of short stories so that we can 
analyse these when reading them. [KK4] 
  

Success Criteria:  
I can… 
 Research and explain one of the following aspects; Author, style/genre, features of 1 story 

from the collection provided. 
  

The Task – What is a short story anyways… 
Your task is to research ALL of the following topics and compile your info electronically. 
 Research and create a resource on 3 authors famous for writing short stories, what they wrote 

and info on their ‘personal style’. 
 Research and explain the major stylistic features of a short story. 
 Explore 2 genres commonly associated with the short story. 

 
 

 

Task 3: 

Learning Intention: 
To understand the characters and plots of the four stories so that you can compare the similarities 

and differences between the four stories and two authors. 

Success Criteria:  
I can… 

 Compile a dot point list of plot elements for each story 

 Compile a dot-point list for character descriptions and features from each story 

 Use a Venn diagram to compare how both authors present/use plot and character. 

 

The Task – stuff that happens and characters… 
Your task is to read the four stories and take dot point notes as you go. 

 First take notes on the plot of each story 

 Then go back over each one and take notes on how characters are described and what 

qualities they have in all of the 4 stories. 

 Finally, create a Venn diagram comparing both authors, with the similarities in the middle 

sector. 

 

Task 4: 

Learning Intention: 
To begin unpacking the themes, ideas and concerns that the authors are presenting in their short 

stories, this will rely on the tasks you have already done and using your combined knowledge to 

make informed inferences and interpretations. 

Success Criteria:  
I can… 



 Identify themes, ideas and concerns in the stories. 

 Present my own interpretation of them, using evidence form the texts to support. 

The Task – the important issues and things the author cares about… 
Your task is analyse the stories to talk about the following themes, ideas and concerns that are 

presented in the four short stories. You should make your own interpretation of how they are 

presented and use multiple pieces of evidence from the stories to support your interpretation. 

 

Part 1 – living in the bush 

 In your own opinion, what is living in the bush presented like in Lawson and Bayton’s 

stories? 

o Find some descriptions from each story to back this up. 

o What literary techniques are they using to describe the setting and lifestyle? 

o How does this relate to the time period the stories were written in? 

o Do both authors have the same opinion? Why? Why not? 

Part 2- Women and female gender roles (aka ‘dat feminism’) 

 How are women presented by both authors?  

o What kinda stuff do the female characters do in all of the stories? 

o Do they conform to modern ideas of gender roles? 

o Is this significant when you consider the time period the stories were written in? 

o Do both authors have the same opinion? Why? Why not? 

Part 3- Men and their role in the stories 

 How are men presented by both authors? 

o What kinda stuff do the male characters do in all of the stories? 

o Do they conform to modern ideas of gender roles? 

o How do the men’s actions impact on female characters in the stories? 

o Do both authors have the same opinion? Why? Why not? 

Part 4- What it means to be Aussie (shaping Australian sense of identity) 

 How is a sense of Australian identity presented in the stories? 

 What types of characteristics do the characters have in the stories? 

 Do these relate to contemporary ideas of ‘Aussie identity’? 

 Why is this significant to these texts? Consider the time these texts were being written. Do 

you think they have played a role in our national history? 


