
Character, setting and tone 
  
Key Metalanguage: Construct, Construction, Constructedness 

  
Learning Intention: 
To understand and analyse how Jasper Jones constructs characters, perspective, setting and a tone in the opening 
pages so that we can begin deconstructing the novel. 
  

Success Criteria: 
I can… 
 Take notes on how Charlie Bucktin and Jasper Jones are being characterised. 
 Identify the perspective the narrative is being presented from 
 Take notes on the setting and key words used to describe it. 
 Identify the tone being created and list key words that create the tone. 

  

Your Task: 
Is to re-read some passages from the opening pages from the novel and to answer the guiding questions below 
based on what is contained in these pages. 
  
Authors purposefully construct novels to present characters, narrative perspective, settings and a tone in a certain 
way, so that readers will read and react to their writing in a way that they intend. 
  
This task will help you deconstruct the opening of Jasper Jones to give you a clearer picture of how Craig Silvey has 
constructed his novel and how you should be interpreting these features. 
  
Passages to re-read: 
 pages 1-3 
 pages 11-13 
 pages 18-19 

  
Part 1- Characterisation: 
Characters Can Be Characterised In The Following way: 
  
 Their name-‐ What it sounds like or what it means 
 What they look like -‐ physically what are they like 
 What they wear -‐ the condition and quality of their clothes. What their clothes say about their character. 
 How they talk, the tone they use and the words they use 
 Their job and how they do it 
 The relationships they have with other characters 
 How they are compared or contrasted with other characters 
 What they like to do 
 What they don’t like to do 
 Where they live. What their house is like. 
 The recurring words used to describe them (in a novel) 
 Visual symbols that are associated with them 

  
Guiding Questions: 

1. How is Charlie being characterised in these three passages? (refer to the checklist above to help) 
a. Create a list of key words or phrases that contribute to how you are led to view the character. 
b. Look through the checklist and take notes on the features of characterisation that you notice as you 

read. 
  

2. How is Jasper being characterised? 
a. Create a list of key words or phrases that contribute to how you are led to view the character. 



b. Look through the checklist and take notes on the features of characterisation that you notice as you 
read. 

  

Part 2- Narrative perspective 
Narrative perspective is the point of view that the narrative (story) is being told from. (ie. The Running Man is told 
from Joseph Davidson's perspective) 
  
This is important because the character telling the story can affect how events are presented, which will impact how 
the reader experiences the narrative. (ie. Joseph's perspective makes the reader feel closer to the events, but also 
presents many of the events in from his cautious, emotional and sometimes immature viewpoint) 
  
Guiding Questions: 

1. What perspective is the narrative presented from? 
  

2. How does this perspective affect the way these events are being presented? 
  

3. Imagine if the narrative was presented from Jasper's perspective. How would the presentation of events 
change? 

  

Part 3- Setting and tone 
Setting is where the events in a narrative take place. The ways in which the setting is described and created can 
affect how readers react to them. (eg. Tom Leyton's house is presented as gloomy, eerie and musty. This makes the 
reader feel uneasy about Tom, worried that something might happen to Joseph and that Tom is still living in the past 
in some ways.) 
  
Guiding Questions: 

1. Where is the novel set? 
  

2. List key words used to describe the setting of the last two passages. 
  
Tone is the general feeling that is created by the settings, descriptions and events that happen in a passage of 
writing. Authors carefully choose how they construct a tone in order to create a deeper level of emotional 
connection for readers. (eg. By creating an uneasy tone when Joseph first enters Tom's room the reader is both 
intrigued about what will happen next and also worried for Joseph's safety.) 
  
Guiding Questions: 

1. What tone is constructed in the first passage? 
a. List some key words or phrases that add to this tone. 

  
2. What tone is constructed in the second and third passages? 

a. List some key words or phrases that add to this tone. 
b. Are there multiple layers to the tone/s being constructed in these passages? 

  
3. How does tone affect the reader's response to these parts of the narrative?  

a. What does it make them feel about the characters? 
b. How does it make them feel about the rest of the story? (ie. What might happen next? Does it motivate 

them to keep reading?) 
 


