
PREP Task: Plot events and plot devices  
  

Learning Intention:  
To understand the difference between a 'plot event' that is influenced by character choice/action and a 'plot device' 
which is used by an author to control the narrative. This will help to understand one of the most fundamental 
features of narrative construction. 
  

Success Criteria: 
I can… 
 Understand definitions of these two literary features 
 Identify and record examples of plot devices in the clip, Plot Device 

  
  

Your Task: 
Part 1: Definitions 
Plot Definition  http://literarydevices.net/plot/ 

Plot is a literary term used to describe the events that make up a story or the main part of a story. These events 
relate to each other in a pattern or a sequence. The structure of a novel depends on the organization of events in the 
plot of the story. 
  
Plot is known as the foundation of a novel or story which the characters and settings are built around. It is meant to 
organize information and events in a logical manner. 
  
A plot is one of the most important parts of a story and has many different purposes. Firstly, the plot focuses 
attention on the important characters and their roles in the story. It motivates the characters to affect the story and 
connects the events in an orderly manner. It creates a desire for the reader to go on reading by absorbing them in 
the middle of the story, wanting to know what happens next.  
  
The plot is what forms a memory in the readers’ mind, allowing them to think about the book and even making them 
want to read it again. By identifying and understanding the plot, the reader is able to understand the message being 
conveyed by the author and the explicit or implicit moral of the story. 
  

Plot device definition: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plot_device 

A plot device can be anything which moves the plot forward or maintains it.[1] 
  
A contrived or arbitrary plot device may annoy or confuse the reader, causing a loss of the suspension of disbelief. 
However a well-crafted plot device, or one that emerges naturally from the setting or characters of the story, may be 
entirely accepted, or may even be unnoticed by the audience. 
  
Guiding questions: 

1. Define 'plot' in your own words 
  

2. How is a 'plot device' different? 
  

Part 2: The plot device 
You should now watch the YouTube clip, Plot device. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itMHVpXo2lU 
  
Guiding Questions: 

1. Identify and list the various plot devices used. (hint: there is one in each scene and I have listed the first as an 
example) 
o The girl in the wedding dress runs at main character saying "I love you." (this plot device causes 

character to want to leave and so he presses the button.) 
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