
Writing Task: Character and narrative progression 
  

Learning Intention:  
To evaluate and explain how the actions of a character in Jasper Jones influences the progression of 
the narrative so that we can explore how much control the characters have over the direction of the 
plot. 
  
Key writing skill:To practice writing clearly and succinctly about the plot of Jasper Jones so that we 
can improve our written responses. 
  

Success Criteria: 
I can… 
 Write between 150 and 250 words in the given time 
 Explain how a characters actions and choices influence the progression of the narrative. 
 Write clearly and succinctly. 

  
  

Your Task: 
Is to choose one character and explain how their actions and choices influence the progression of 
the narrative in Jasper Jones. (How they influence what happens next in the story) You will be 
required to write between 150-250 words for this piece. 
  
This requires you to write a succinct summary of the plot events that are influenced or caused by 
your chosen characters actions/choices.  
  
EXAMPLE:  

Joseph's choice to draw Tom causes him to get to know Tom and, ultimately, begins his journey of 
growth as a young person. 
  
Initially, the impact of this choice is that Joseph simply wants to defy Mrs Mossop by proving her 
wrong when she says "He wouldn’t say boo to a goose." Joseph achieves this by telling his mother 
he will draw Tom and the reader sees just how surprised both his mother and Mrs Mossop are. 
  
However, the true impact of this choice is that it begins the progress of the true narrative of The 
Running Man, which is Joseph's coming of age and his friendship with Tom Leyton.  
  
At first Joseph is scared of Tom and regrets his choice to draw him, but by spending more time 
together they become friends and Joseph learns a lot about prejudice, the sometimes brutal 
nature of the world and about remaining optimistic and hopeful about the future. 
  
Etc. 

  
 


